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―Winner, Winner, Chicken Dinner‖ 

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! 

How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under 

her wings, and you were not willing!”  Luke 13:34 

Suddenly Jesus’ parable of the mother hen made 

complete sense to me.  Jesus wanted to tenderly 

gather up the inhabitants of Jerusalem the way a 

mother hen gathers her chicks, but the big city 

―kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to 

it.‖  The only way that Jesus was going to protect 

his beloved children was to lay down his life.  He 

stuck out his chest and offered his life up to the big, 

bad authorities with their stubby Roman swords.  

Jesus served himself up like chicken dinner so that 

all who believe in him might have life and life eter-

nal.  The only way we were ever going to grasp that 

God truly loves us is if we accept that God himself 

was willing to die on our behalf like a grouse on a 

spit.   

We are not saved by savage claw or sharp beak but 

the surrender of Jesus to brutal authorities.  Winner, 

winner, chicken dinner!  Jesus overcame the world 

by turning the other cheek, walking the extra mile, 

blessing the peacemakers, gathering up people the 

way a hen gathers her chicks and submitting to the 

pain and indignity of the cross.  There’s nothing 

chicken about sacrificial love.  If we are willing, 

Jesus will gather us up in his costly love and save 

us from violence, evil and death. 

While in the Boundary Waters Canoe Area this 

summer I went deep into the woods with my fold-

ing saw to cut some branches for firewood.  Sud-

denly, I was attacked by a wild animal.  Don’t 

worry.  It wasn’t a bear or a wolf or even a deer 

tick (although one of those nasty bloodsuckers did 

get my wife somewhere this summer).  I was at-

tacked by a wild chicken.  To be more specific, it 

was a ruffled grouse.  I didn’t know that at the 

time.  To me the grouse looked like a puny but col-

orful chicken.   I had startled the bird and now she 

wanted to fight me.  It didn’t matter that I was so 

much bigger and holding a ten-inch serrated blade.  

This ruffled grouse puffed up her breast and stuck 

out her tail feathers so that I would pay attention 

only to her.  Suddenly I understood why they fight 

chickens in Mexico.  There is nothing cowardly 

about a chicken.   

I was hungry, so I have to admit that I gave serious 

thought to taking a swipe at the bird.  I’ve never 

had fresh chicken dinner in the wilderness before.  

Then I heard the peeping.  Perhaps a dozen yellow 

fluff balls emerged from the brambles to climb up a 

steep embankment.  Twelve tiny grouse chicks 

were making a getaway, and the mama bird was 

protecting their escape.  Slowly she backed away, 

acting as a rearguard for her babies.  She wasn’t 

fighting to win.  The grouse was offering up her 

life so that her babies might live.   
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Adult Learning Opportunities Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m. 

Each of our faith journeys is enhanced as we continue to read the Bible, learn and discuss together the scriptures, 

current issues and the work of the church.  The Adult Commission is planning a varied program year for the 

adult Sunday School class which will give adults such opportunities.  On the first Sunday, September 18, Pastor 

Ryan will begin with a discussion of metaphors for the church and will lead us to think about ―What is the 

church?‖.  It will initiate our thinking about the church strategic plan and the work of the Vitality Team.  On 

September 25 and October 1 the Vitality Team and Long Range Planning Commission will lead us in discussing 

two more questions:  ―Where are we as a church? and Where are we going?  We hope the room will be over-

flowing with people ready to share their thoughts. 

 

In the October STAR we will write more detail about the plans through the end of the year.  Let Adult Commis-

sion members know if you have suggestions for any adult study or social activities.  We are looking for ideas for 

small or large group activities beyond Sunday School as well.  Please help us out and join in the opportunities as 

they come along! 

Members of the Adult Commission:  Joanne, Hansen, Jim Johnson, Tim Lilla, Kirsten Ryding, Mary Ann Smith 

 
 

Sunday Morning Assignments 

                                 Refreshments:    Scripture Readers: 

September 4          Grace Bergstrom    Paul Compton 

September 11          Gathering Sunday    Clyde Lund 

September 18           Lorraine Frykman    Becky Anderson 

September 25           Charlotte Sjoberg    Ann Swanson 

 

Ushers for September:  Roy and Irene Olson, Al Adamson, Howard Hinseth 

Greeters for September:  Ted Erickson 

 

   Nursery at 9:30 a.m.   Nursery at 10: 30 a.m. 

 

September 4  No Sunday School Today  Matt Ridenour 

September 11  To Be Determined   Matthias and Lori Frasch 

September 18  Mary Ann Smith   Becky Anderson 

September 25  Jan Norman    Sara Christianson   
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Staff Lines  

 Notes on Music and Worship 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult Choir Resumes 

The Adult Choir will begin its singing season with 

a potluck ―picnic‖ in the Community Room on 

Wednesday, August 31, 2011 at 6:30 pm.  Re-

hearsals begin the following Wednesday, Septem-

ber 7, at 6:30 in the Choir Room next to Fellow-

ship Hall.  All singers are welcome! 

 

Women’s Chorus sings on September 4 

All women are invited to join the women’s chorus 

on Sunday, September 4 at 9:30 am to rehearse for 

the Special Music they will present during worship 

that day.  (If you want a sneak peek at the music, 

come to the choir potluck on August 31!) 

 

WANTED: Musicians – all instruments! 

Come join us for a Sunday evening jam session on 

Sunday, September 18 at 7:00 pm in Fellowship 

Hall.  Lead sheets and instrument parts will be 

available, but feel free to bring your own music to 

share with the group!  We will enjoy making mu-

sic together, and maybe even learn a new song or 

two.  Please let Jo Anne Taylor know if you plan 

to attend, and what instrument you play, so she can 

have the appropriate music prepared for all partici-

pants. (Does anyone play drums?) 

 

Jo Anne Taylor,  

Director of Music and Worship 

jataylor54@gmail.com 

In the final stages…. 

The collection of  household goods for the benefit of 

the 245 immigrant families arriving this fall has been 

generously supported this summer by Bethlehem.  

The families will be arriving soon —  

 

The list of needed  items follows: 

Pillows, towels, silverware, can openers, cleaning 

items, laundry detergent, toilet paper, shampoo, light 

bulbs, chef’s/kitchen knives, shower curtains with 

hooks, kitchen tables with chairs, dressers, beds, 

trash bins, brooms, spatulas/spoons, both twin and/or 

full bedding (comforters, flat and fitted sheets) bake 

ware, mixing/serving bowls and pots and pans. 

 

The address to deliver larger items is near Franklin 

and Nicollet — not far from church.  To make a drop

-off contact Kristin Zoellner at Minnesota Council of 

Churches—Refugee Services (phone 612-230-3219).  

They do have space in their building to store dona-

tions.  If you have small contributions, we are able to 

collect those things in the boxes inside the hallway 

(near the restrooms) on the main level at church.  

They will be delivered as the boxes fill up. 

 

Minnehaha Garage Sale Announcements… 

 

The one remaining collection date is Wednesday 

September 7th from 1 to 8 p.m.  Sale dates are Fri-

day, September 16th (9 a.m. to 7 p.m.) and Saturday, 

September 17th (9 a.m. to 2 p.m.) 

 

Check specific instructions at  

minnehahaacademy.net/development/events/

arenasale.php (or call 952-454-0130). 

 

SEE YOU THERE! 

 

. 
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1 Elissa Kuchenmeister 

2 Rita Johnson 

            Dick Sundberg 

3 Ruth Koontz 

            Julia Boucher 

4          Elizabeth Camozzi 

5 John Otterness 

6 Nancy Dahlin 

 Margret Jacott 

 Anja Eikenbary-Barber 

7 Carrie Johnson 

8          Julia Becker 

13 Laura Frykman 

            Tracy Paige 

 David Johnson 

14 Joyce Johnson 

 Becky Ramgren 

18 Ralph Anderson 

 Cheryl Fong 

 Sonja (Lindquist) 

               Krasean 

19         Fred Epp 

22 Esther Franklin 

 Andrew Hunstock 

25 Anjali Krongard 

26 Joe Merriam 

 Yaphet May 

            Greta Christiansen 

28 Bob Merriam 

29 Lukas Eikenbary-Barber 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 

Youth Calendar—From David Johnson, Director of Youth Ministries 
(Postcards, phone calls and emails to the youth will follow-up as the dates approach.) 

Cell 952 994-2213  ~  Email  dsjohnson2@gmail.com 

 

Attention!!!   Register for MEA retreats THIS MONTH! 

  

High School      Middle School 
                           www.six12.wordpress.com                         www.crossroadyouth.wordpress.com 

                     ―Recharge‖ retreat at Covenant Pines:              ―Breakaway‖ retreat at Covenant Pines: 

 

                                  October 21-23                                                          October 19-21 

                                   

 

Covenant Pines’ MEA Retreat provides an excellent opportunity for your camper to take a break with God.  

School, sports and after school activities can consume a teenager’s time.  However, Covenant Pines provides a 

great atmosphere to step back, breathe and thank God for the things He has provided all while having tons of 

fun!  This fall, help your  camper encounter God at Covenant Pines.  Check online links to register. 

 

Remember!!! 
There is a change in the Sunday schedule, beginning on September 11th 

Sunday School for all ages reconvenes at 9:30 a.m. 

Worship returns to its regular season schedule from 10:45 a.m. until noon. 

The church office will be closed on Monday, September 5th—Labor Day. 
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 CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 

Fall is here and I want to encour-

age you to check out our chil-

dren’s programming.  We’ve got 

fun filled activities on Sunday 

mornings and Wednesday nights.   

 I am going to be teaching Chil-

dren’s Church classes starting 

September 11th (11:15 a.m., dur-

ing Sunday worship).  Let me 

know if you have any special re-

quests or questions. 

Let’s blast off to a great fall! 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Derek  

GATHERING SUNDAY IS SEPTEMBER 11TH 

We’ll have 43rd Avenue blocked off for inflatables, a full lunch ready and waiting, games and 

family fun for all ages.  Please VOLUNTEER to help set-up, serve food, greet people and 

clean up.  Sign up in the Atrium.  Invite friends and neighbors to for a day or fun and fellow-

ship at Bethlehem.  Pastor Derek is the person to contact with questions.  Sunday School at 

9:30 a.m..  Worship at 10:45 a.m..  Gathering at noon. 

 

Children’s Choir  
At Bethlehem Covenant church 

Wednesdays 

Beginning September 14th 

 

3:45-4:30pm 
   4-years-old — 1st Grade 

 

4:45-5:45pm 
   2nd Grade and up 

 
Our Children’s Choir season will resume on  

Wednesdays, beginning September 14th.  Join us 

for this joyful time of singing, instruments, music 

games and learning as we praise God!  New members 

are always welcome, and your child can join at any 

time during the season.  Invite your friends!  We 

will meet in the Community Room, just up the stairs 

from the main church entrance.  The children will 

participate in Sunday worship services several 

times during the year. 

 

Contact Cindy Bergstrom, 612-928-7904 or 

bergstrom@bethlehemcov.org, or simply come to 

the first rehearsal.  See you there! 
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VITALITY TEAM REPORT #6 
August 2011 

 

The Veritas process (telling the truth about revitalization) at Bethlehem is nearly a year old.  Like a newborn 

child, your Vitality Team has had to do a lot of crawling before we could walk or even consider running. 

 

Our first exposure to Veritas was last September 25th when more than 60 people in our congregation came to-

gether to hear a presentation on the Veritas process which helps churches evaluate their typology into one of four 

types of congregations—Healthy Missional, Stable, Critical Moment and At Risk.  During the discussion the 

group generally concluded that Bethlehem is a ―stable‖ church.   The Covenant denomination encourages all 

congregations to strive to be ―Healthy Missional‖ churches. We at Bethlehem have been working with this goal 

in mind.  Our growth in membership has been an encouraging indicator that we are moving in this direction. 

 

Since early in January your Vitality Team has generally met the first and third Thursdays of each month to dis-

cuss the various stages in the Veritas process.  The Veritas process is well documented by the Covenant Depart-

ment of Church Growth and Evangelism.  Mark Stromberg, recently elected Northwest Conference Superinten-

dent, has been particularly supportive of Bethlehem’s involvement. 

 

PULSE Survey. In May the congregation participated in a PULSE survey.  The results will be available to the 

Vitality Team at their August 24th meeting.  The analysis by the Covenant Department of Church Growth and 

Evangelism in Chicago will give us a sense of what the survey participants feel the church is doing well and 

where we should place more effort. You will hear more about this in the near future. 

 

Consideration of a second worship service at Bethlehem.  In the PULSE surveys that were sent in for evaluation 

was a question regarding the possibility of having a second worship service.  Approximately 79% of those who 

responded to this question favored a second worship service while approximately 10.5% did not favor a second 

service and the remaining members had no opinion either way.  We will use this information while developing a 

strategic plan for our church. 

 

Bethlehem’s neighborhood demographics.  Dick Sundberg and Pastor Ryan have defined two areas around Beth-

lehem that are considered Bethlehem’s community.  By using software developed especially for church demo-

graphic studies we can compare various forecasts for population, age groups, racial/ethnic, school age, family 

income, and educational level trends. 

 

September Adult Sunday School Presentations  In Adult Sunday School during the month of September the Vi-

tality Team will be presenting a rough draft of Bethlehem’s strategic plan which will be created on September 

10th at a day-long workshop attended by church leadership: the Church Council, Long Range Planning Commis-

sion and Vitality Team.  Copies of the rough draft will be available upon request.  We will be looking for discus-

sion and feedback to help develop Bethlehem’s strategic plan by year-end.    

 

Members of Vitality Team 

Pastor Ryan, Dick Sundberg, Alyssa Isaacs, Phil Swanson, Linda Solie, Charlotte Sjoberg, Bev Adamson, Matt 

Ridenour, and Lowery Smith (chair) 
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CAN-U-CANOE?? 

  

Paddle by day, cozy cabin by night. A women’s adventure that 

will challenge you & introduce you to new friends! 

You will experience God’s power in ways you never thought 

possible! 

Any woman, any age is welcome! Experience is not necessary - 

novice paddlers welcome. Trained female guides. All you need is 

a heart for adventure - and a love for the outdoors & for God! 

Come get refreshed in God’s Word & paddle with other gals 

from Women Ministry groups from around the NW Conference 

area - Dakotas, Wisconsin & Minnesota. Together we’re ad-

vancing God’s kingdom, so let’s build our unity in Christ! 

Here are the details! 

Canoe trip Wed. Sept. 21st– Friday, Sept. 23rd then head to 

Covenant Pines Bible Camp for annual Women’s Retreat 

(Friday 9/23 - Sunday 9/25). Discount of 15% if registering for 

both Women’s Ministries Canoe Trip at AC and Women’s Re-

treat at Covenant Pines.   

For more info please contact: 

COORDINATORS OF THIS CANOE EXPERIENCE: 

Nicole Nelson 

ac@adventurouschristians.org 

218-388-2286 

To Register: 

Print off a down-loadable registration form from 

ac@adventurouschristians.org and mail it in as directed. 

Covenant Pine’s Women’s Retreat 

Register online at www.covenantpines.org. Select ―Adults/

Family‖ then ―Retreats.‖ (See STAR, page 2) 

Contact Deb Shold with questions: djshold@usfamily.net or 

(612)-729-4598. Deb is already registered for this event at Ad-

venturous Christians as well as the Retreat at Covenant Pines 

Bible Camp to follow and would love to have more join her! 

Save The Dates : 

Covenant Women 

Events 

 

Saturday, October 29 

Fall Brunch  

 First Covenant in St. Paul   

Wendy Larson speaking 

 

 

 

Saturday, November 12  

The Leadership Connection  

Workshop  

 Brookdale Covenant 

A WIN-WIN  

OPPORTUNITY 

Can you use some help 

around your home this fall?  

Tracy Paige would like to 

earn a few extra dollars and is 

available on Tuesdays, Thurs-

days and Saturdays.  He does 

yard work, will hand wash or 

detail your car,  do general 

clean-up tasks and YES—he 

will do windows and other 

miscellaneous seasonal work.  

You can get some of your 

most dreaded tasks accom-

plished and help him out as 

well.  Call Tracy at 

612-236-6815  

mailto:ac@adventurouschristians.org
mailto:ac@adventurouschristians.org
http://www.covenantpines.org/adults-family/
mailto:djshold@usfamily.net
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Women’s Retreat:  ―The Getaway‖ 

Friday, September 23-Sunday, September 25 

 

 
 

 

Covenant Pines’ Women’s Retreat provides the 

opportunity for women of all ages to escape the 

distractions and responsibilities of daily life and 

get away to a place of peace, joy, beauty and re-

newal. 

Weekend Activities: Worship, Fellowship, Pon-

toon Rides, Climbing Tower, Zip Line, Mas-

sages, Covenant Grinds Coffee Shop, Canoeing, 

Water Slide, Hayrides, Crafts, Bonfires, Volley-

ball, Silent Auction, Clothing Swap, Special 

Events, Reflection, Rest, Relaxation and more. 

Cost: 

$148 Premium Housing - White Pine Deluxe 

Cabin at Silver Beach (assigned by lottery) 

Lottery - If your church is interested in bring-

ing 8 -12 women at $148/person to the retreat, 

your church is eligible to enter the lottery for 

the White Pine Deluxe Cabin. To enter, com-

pleted registration forms must be mailed or 

faxed to Covenant Pines as a church group by 

September 10th. The lottery will take place on 

Thursday, September 1st and the winning 

church will be contacted. Those women not 

winning the lottery will be housed in their sec-

ond housing choice and charged accordingly. 

$128 Deluxe Housing - Bald Eagle Lodge, Re-

treat Center and Backwoods Cabins 

$113 Standard Housing - Davis Lake and 

Round Lake Cabins 

 

Important: If you desire to be with a particular 

friend or group of women, please register to-

gether by registering the same day online and 

listing one another as roommates or by sending 

in a group of registration forms to Covenant 

Pines Bible Camp. Housing assignments will be 

made on a first come first serve basis so register 

early! 

Speakers: Kris Causton & Lindsay Small 

Our speakers this fall are Kris Causton, Associ-

ate Pastor at Excelsior Covenant Church, and 

Lindsay Small, who co-pastors Harbert Com-

munity Church in Sawyer, MI with her hus-

band Kyle. 

Adventurous Christians Canoe Trip: A $15 dis-

count will be granted to any women who attend 

the Adventurous Christians Women's Canoe 

Trip prior to the Covenant Pines Women's Re-

treat. 

 Register online: 

at www.covenantpines.org                                 

Select ―Adults/Family‖ then ―Retreats.‖ 

Contact Deb Shold with questions or if you 

need help registering: djshold@usfamily.net or 

(612)729-4598. Deb is registered for both the 

Adventurous Christians event and the Cove-

nant Pines Women's Retreat and would love to 

have more join her! 

 

http://www.covenantpines.org/adults-family/
mailto:djshold@usfamily.net
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 Retirees’ Retreat 

Tuesday, Sept 27th to Thursday, Sept 29th 

Transportation Provided!!! 

 Covenant Pines’ Retired Adult’s Retreat provides 

the opportunity for the wise and experienced among 

us to gather together, have fun and enjoy all the 

beauty Covenant Pines has to offer.  Join us this fall 

for wonderful fellowship, great food, games, wor-

ship, a trip to Duluth for an afternoon along Lake 

Superior in Canal Park and a tour of Glensheen, the 

Historical Congdon Estate. 

 

Cost is $123 for 2 nights, 7 meals and transportation 

 

More information is posted on the kiosk and on the 

Covenant Pines Website. 

 

Register Immediately online or through the church 

office.   

A Note From Duane Johnson 

God’s Goodness and provision have been medi-

ated to me in many ways during these summer 

months.  My aortic valve was replaced with a 

mechanical valve and two bypasses were in-

stalled.  So many persons, each one a creation of 

God, have blessed me.  A surgeon’s knowledge, 

dexterity and compassion.  A pastor’s depend-

able care representing God’s presence.  A 

thoughtful and caring call from the oldest mem-

ber of our congregation.  Nurses, medical doc-

tors, therapists, and other workers contribute to 

my care.  Friends provide encouragement and 

support.  Many persons have spoken to God on 

my behalf.  Being surrounded by our people 

called Bethlehem in my journey and recovery.  

As an important part of God’s creation, thank 

you for being part of God’s grace extended to 

me.  

Faith, Fun and Fellowship 

Have you ever wondered what’s inside the AED ―box‖ across 

from the church office, or when and how it is used?  Come 

and find out! 

WHO:  Dr. Jon Hokanson (Emergency Room doctor at Ab-

bott Northwestern) 

WHAT:     He will explain the importance of the 

―Automatic External Defibrillator‖ in case of a cardiac 

arrest—what it will and won’t do—and give a brief up-

date on CPR.  There will also be a time for questions, 

delicious pies and wonderful fellowship! 

 

WHEN:  Monday, September 19th at 1:00 p.m. 

 

WHERE:  The Community Room (at Bethlehem) 

 

  Looking Ahead 

 

WHEN:  Monday, October 17th at 1:00 p.m. 

 

WHAT:    Jim Johnson will lead us in singing those 

great, old gospel songs and hymns. 

 

WHERE:  Community Room (at Bethlehem) 

 

Reminder 

 

Starting this fall, in order to help cover the costs that 

are incurred for the programs during the year, we 

will set out a basket for donations ($1 per person 

would be super).  Thanks much! 

                                     STAR ARTICLES  

          FOR OCTOBER 
 

Please submit to the office by Monday, 

September  19th. 

 

Articles for the  

Longfellow Messenger  

are due the same day. 
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Did You Know? 
 

JOHN AND VANJI BRATT 

celebrated their 50th anniversary 

by taking the ―Magnolia Blossom‖ 

cruise on the Mississippi with 27 

of their children and extended fam-

ily.  Later a reception was held at 

Becketwood.  The weather was 

beautiful and the occasion joyful. 

Congratulations John and Vanji ! 

 

JOYCE JOHNSON  

received the ―Ray of Light‖ Award 

at the 35th Anniversary of the Lu-

pus Foundation of Minnesota cele-

bration on July 20th.  She was one 

of two individuals honored for 

dedication and commitment.   

(Each honoree had contributed 30-

plus years of service).    

 

RUTH HULTQUIST 

will celebrate her 90th Birthday at 

Bloomington Covenant Church on 

Saturday, September 17th,  Open 

House from 2-4 p.m. (10150 

Xerxes Avenue South, Blooming-

ton).  No gifts please.   

Call Pris at 952-736-1147 if you 

have questions. 

 

LINDA (LUNDIN) WADICHE 

was named the ―Civitan McNulty 

Scientist for 2009-2010‖ as a con-

ductor of groundbreaking research 

on adult stem cells in the human 

brain.  Her research is paving the 

way for future treatments across a 

wide range of neurological disor-

ders by showing how the brain can 

grow cells and possibly repair it-

self.  She received a $2 million 

award to further this research.  

Linda’s husband, Jacques, is also a 

brain researcher.  They have one 

son, Miles, who is six years old. 

(Phyllis and Harvey Lundin are her 

parents.)   

 

Currently she is an assistant pro-

fessor at the University of Ala-

bama, Birmingham and is also an 

associate editor of the scientific 

journal, Neuroscience. 

 

 

ANNEVA KNAPP 

has  been elected President of the 

Student Dance Coalition of the 

University of Minnesota.   

She has also been awarded the 

Nadine Jette-Sween Memorial 

Scholarship for outstanding leader-

ship, creativity, technical compe-

tence and academic achievement in 

dance. 

 

  

IAN TAYLOR 

has returned from seven weeks in 

China, where he worked as a camp 

counselor for China Ventures this 

summer.  Be sure to ask him about 

his complimentary hotel slippers! 

 

 

Loaves and Fishes 

Update 

River of Life Church is hosting 

a remodeled kitchen celebration 

on Saturday, September 10 

from 1 to 3 p.m.  All are invited 

to hear from the honored guests 

and to appreciate the team’s ef-

fort and sacrifice this summer.  

Contributors will be thanked 

and a plaque will be dedicated.  

There will be special music, 

food and community building.   

Contact Jenny Hokanson to 

RSVP immediately if you plan 

to attend. 

 

Online information is at  

http://

loavesandfishes-

kitchen.wordpress.com/ 

Very Important Date 

If you are new to Bethlehem you 

may not know what ―Family 

Camp‖ is all about.  For now, just 

take it on faith that you will do 

well to clear your calendar Friday, 

October 7th through Sunday the 

9th—or any part of that weekend  

you can be available.   

This is a popular and much antici-

pated gathering that involves all of 

Bethlehem.  Watch for an informa-

tive insert in the Sunday bulletin.  

Registrations will be accomplished 

after worship on Sundays or any 

time through the church office.  

Don’t miss the fun! 

JERRY ERICKSON 

hit a Hole-In-One on July 18th—

160 yards, with a 5-Iron as the out-

side temperature registered 97 de-

grees.  Golfing buddies who can 

attest to the accuracy of this report 

are Ted Erickson and Ed Spohr. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

Telephone  612-721-2290 

Website  www.bethlehemkids.org 

Email   bethlehemchildcare@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It always amazes me how quickly the summer seems to go by.  The children had many field trips 

around the community.  We had weekly swim lessons at the YWCA, soccer lessons, a tour of King Tut 

at the Science Museum, visited Nature Parks, libraries, SeaLife and many outings to the local parks for 

dips in their wading pools and experiencing the variety of playground equipment they each offer.  It 

seemed to be a nice mix of staying around the center and heading out for the day. 

 

Each of the classrooms spent a lot of time at Cooper Park this summer since we had the playground at 

BCCC tied up with making improvements since mid-July.  The gentlemen working on the playground 

started during some of the hottest days the summer offered and followed it with some of the wettest 

days.  However, the playground is pretty much complete now and we are excited to be able to have our 

fall classes able to make use of the improvements. There are a few areas we still want to tweak; add a 

plant or two, some more mulch and the like, but other than that we are feeling good about the new plan. 

 

We are back to a new school year.  Our staff is excited to be planning with new curriculum that we 

were trained on in the spring.  We have been meeting with families at open house, had some late sum-

mer tours and hosted two Cooper Park get-togethers with hopes of getting off to a great start with our 

families. This year we’ve filled almost all School Age and Beginner spots but do have some openings 

in our Pre-K classrooms so spread the word if you know of any 4 year olds looking for a great place to 

play and learn! 

 

Thank you for your continued support.  If you remember us in your prayers we’d ask you to pray for 

the staff, families, and children.  Pray that our children’s hearts would be open and curious about Jesus. 

 

Blessings, 

Jill Ravensborg, Director 
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Bethlehem Covenant Church 

3141 43rd Avenue South 

Minneapolis, MN 55406 

 

Rev. Ryan Eikenbary-Barber 

David Johnson, Dir. of Youth Ministry 

Derek VanderMolen, Dir. of Children’s Ministry 

Jo Anne Taylor, Dir. of Music and Worship 

 

Contact the church at: 

Telephone:                                 612-721-5768 

Web Address:          www.bethlehemcov.org 

Email:                   office@bethlehemcov.org 

                                                        

Dated Material:  Return Service Requested 

SUNDAY 9:30 A.M. Sunday School for all begins on September 11th 

         10:45 a.m. Worship  (10 a.m. on  Sept. 4th) 

MONDAY 7:00 p.m. Community activities evening 

TUESDAY 8:00 a.m. Breakfast at Bridgeman’s (2nd and 4th Tues.) 

  9:00 a.m. Properties Work Day at church 

   6:30 p.m. Gathering for Prayer—Church Community Invited 

WEDNESDAY 9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study 

  12:30 p.m.          Staff Meeting 

  3:45 p.m. Hosanna Choir (begins September 14th) 

  4:45 p.m. Alleluia Choir (begins September 14th) 

  5:45 p.m. Wonderful Wednesday Meal (begins September 14th) 

  6:30 p.m. Confirmation and Sr. High (begins September 14th) 

THURSDAY 9:45 a.m. Bible Encounter (begins September 15th)             

FRIDAY 6:30 a.m. Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study 

 9:00 a.m. Walk and coffee at Mall of America 

 

 


